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The Old Roosevelt School provided nearly 90 years of educational experience for multiple generations of Red 
Lodge families.   It has now been over seven years since the school district has utilized the building with the 
exception of the gymnasium for 5/6th grade practices and health enhancement classes from time to time.  
Although the gym has alleviated the need for later practice times for our younger students, the future cost of 
maintenance on this building outweighs the district’s need and use of the gym.   
 
On January 20, after multiple meetings and discussions on Old Roosevelt School, the Red Lodge School Board 
voted unanimously to pass a resolution for the sale of Old Roosevelt School to an organized	  buyer	  with	  a	  
feasible	  action	  plan	  who	  made	  an	  acceptable	  offer	  to	  the	  District.	  	  This	  decision was difficult, yet 
necessary, to prevent future maintenance on the facility.  This	  resolution	  was	  posted	  throughout	  the	  district	  
and	  in	  the	  Carbon	  County	  News	  through	  February	  12,	  2016	  to	  allow	  for	  an	  appeal	  process.	  	  	      
 
The value of the Old Roosevelt School was difficult to determine, as there were very few comparable 
properties, and potential reuse strategies for these types of buildings are also limited.    After the resolution 
appeal process passed in February with no formal protests, a committee of the Red Lodge School Board 
opened discussions with a prospective buyer, the Red Lodge Area Community Foundation (RLACF), as this 
organization had a feasible action plan for a reuse strategy that will sustain the building.  
 
During the past couple years, the RLACF formed the Revitalize Old Roosevelt Committee, consisting of 
various community members, to pursue multiple options for the building.  Through public meetings and 
surveys, the group determined the best use would be to combine a performance arts auditorium with 
convention and retail space to aid in sustaining the building.  This feasible plan considered renovation for 
future use, continued access for the youth and sustainability, which was acceptable to the Red Lodge School 
Board.  A buy/sell agreement, contingent upon fundraising, was approved by the Red Lodge School Board on 
June 8, 2016 and later agreed to by the Red Lodge Area Community Foundation on June 14, 2016.     
 
It is the intention of the district to utilize proceeds from the sale to renovate the Civic Center, which will aid in 
alleviating the loss of the gym, while also placing remaining funds into the debt services account to reduce the 
amount of the 2007 elementary bond.   The renovation to the Civic Center will provide a split court similar to 
the high school that will allow the district to run practices/open gyms simultaneously; therefore, alleviating the 
need for later practices for our younger students. 
 
The sale of the Old Roosevelt School presents a positive opportunity for both the school district and 
community.  The anticipated ownership change will relieve the district from both continued and future 
maintenance as well as provide the community with a cultural venue to host performance groups, which in turn 
will aid in stimulating the local economy.   Finally, another main street attraction benefits the community as a 
whole as it will provide opportunities for our students and citizens in the arts arena as well as a place for 
potential retail sales and convention space.  
 


